1747-64] FORT WILLIAM HENRY 177

Monsieur the Marquis de Montcalm thought that he
ought, before consenting to any terms, to take the
opinion of all the Savage Tribes, in order to appease
them by this condescension, and to render the treaty
inviolable by their assent. He assembled all the
chiefs, to whom he communicated the conditions of
capitulation, which granted to the enemy the right
of going out of the fort with all the honors of war;
and imposed on them, with the obligation of not
serving against His Most Christian Majesty for
eighteen months, that of restoring liberty to all
Canadians taken in this war. All these articles
were universally approved: stamped with the seal of
general approbation, the treaty was signed by the
Generals of the two Crowns. Accordingly the
French army, in order of battle, advanced to the fort
to take possession of it in the name of His Most
Christian Majesty; while the English troops, ranged
in good order, went out to take refuge until the
next day in the intrenchments. Their march was
not marked by any contravention of the law of
nations; but the Savages lost no time in violating it.
During the military ceremonial which accompanied
taking possession, crowds of them had penetrated
into the fort through the gun-embrasures, that they
might proceed to pillage what we had agreed to
give up to them, but they were not content with
pillaging. A few sick soldiers had remained in the
casemates, their condition not permitting them to
follow their fellow-countrymen in the honorable
retreat accorded to their valor. These were the
victims upon whom they pitilessly rushed, and whom
they sacrificed to their cruelty. I was a witness of
this spectacle. I saw one of these barbarians come



